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Summary:
This is a great injustice, but they could have put him to death, as the mob wishes to do. There is much support in
the Qur’an and Sunnah for the death penalty for blasphemy. It can arguably be found in this verse: “Indeed, the
penalty for those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger and strive upon earth corruption is none but that
they be killed or crucified or that their hands and feet be cut off from opposite sides or that they be exiled from the
land. That is for them a disgrace in this world; and for them in the Hereafter is a great punishment.” (5:33)
Also: “Those who annoy Allah and His Messenger – Allah has cursed them in this World and in the Hereafter, and
has prepared for them a humiliating Punishment” (33:57)
And: “If they violate their oaths after pledging to keep their covenants, and attack your religion, you may fight the

leaders of paganism – you are no longer bound by your covenant with them – that they may refrain” (9:12).
There is more in the hadith. In one, Muhammad asked: “Who is willing to kill Ka’b bin Al-Ashraf who has hurt Allah
and His Apostle?” One of the Muslims, Muhammad bin Maslama, answered, “O Allah’s Apostle! Would you like that
I kill him?” When Muhammad said that he would, Muhammad bin Maslama said, “Then allow me to say a (false)
thing (i.e. to deceive Kab).” Muhammad responded: “You may say it.” Muhammad bin Maslama duly lied to Ka’b,
luring him into his trap, and murdered him. (Bukhari 5.59.369)
“A Jewess used to abuse the Prophet (peace_be_upon_him) and disparage him. A man strangled her till she died.
The Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_him) declared that no recompense was payable for her blood.” (Sunan AbuDawud 38.4349)
“Mauritania releases Facebook blogger convicted of blasphemy,” BBC [5], July 30, 2019:
He had been due for release in 2017 but the government refused saying he could be lynched.
Conservative Muslims had demanded his execution for a Facebook post he wrote about the Prophet
Muhammad.
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