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Summary:
The West’s movement towards the truth is remarkably slow. We drag ourselves towards it painfully, inch by
inch, after each bloody Islamist assault.
In France, Britain, Germany, America and nearly every other country in the world it remains government
policy to say that any and all attacks carried out in the name of Mohammed have ‘nothing to do with Islam’. It
was said by George W. Bush after 9/11, Tony Blair after 7/7 and Tony Abbott after the Sydney attack last
month. It is what David Cameron said after two British extremists cut off the head of Drummer Lee Rigby in
London, when ‘Jihadi John’ cut off the head of aid worker Alan Henning in the ‘Islamic State’ and when
Islamic extremists attacked a Kenyan mall, separated the Muslims from the Christians and shot the latter in
the head. And, of course, it is what President François Hollande said after the massacre of journalists and
Jews in Paris last week.
...
There may be some positive things to be said about Mohammed, but I thought this was pushing
things too far and mentioned just one occasion when Mohammed didn’t welcome a critic. Asma
bint Marwan was a female poetess who mocked the ‘Prophet’ and who, as a result, Mohammed had
killed. It is in the texts. It is not a problem for me. But I can understand why it is a problem for
decent Muslims. The moment I said this, my Muslim colleague went berserk. How dare I say this? I
replied that it was in the Hadith and had a respectable chain of transmission (an important
debate). He said it was a fabrication which he would not allow to stand. The upshot was that he
refused to continue unless all mention of this was wiped from the recording. The BBC team agreed
and I was left trying to find another way to express the same point. The broadcast had this

‘offensive’ fact left out.
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